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Apostles- John 
Luke 6:12-16 


Luke 6:12-16, Now it came to pass in those days that He went 
out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 
God.#3And when it was day, He called His disciples 
to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also 
named apostles: 4 Simon, whom He also named Peter, and 
Andrew his brother; James and John; Philip and 
Bartholomew; ** Matthew and Thomas; James the son of 
Alphaeus, and Simon called the Zealot; Judas the son of 
James, and Judas Iscariot who also became a traitor. 


Group One: 
1. Simon called Peter, 
2. Andrew, 
3. James, 
4. John. 


Peter, James, and John’s names get mixed around in the list, 
Peter’s is always first, but they are always in group one. 


Group Two: 


1. Philip, 

2. Bartholomew — or Nathanael, 
3. Matthew, 

4. Thomas. 


Always group two in every list. 
The names of Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, and Thomas get 
mixed, but Philip is always the first name of group two. 


Group Three: 
James the son of Alphaeus, 


Simon the Zealot, 
Judas son of James, 
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Judas Iscariot. 

Always the same in every list. 

The names may be mixed a little bit, the two middle names, the 
names of Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James get 


mixed. 


James the son of Alphaeus is always the first name in group four 
and Judas is always the last name of the twelve. 


John 
John, the brother of James. 


John is familiar to us because of the gospel of John. 

He also wrote three epistles of John. 

He also received the apocalypse, the Revelation that ends the 
New Testament. 


We have a lot of information that John has provided for us. 


e John has given us the story of Jesus in his gospel. 

e He has given us three epistles in which the Holy Spirit 
inspired him to write important matters to the church. 

e He has given us the visions of Christ that dominate the 
apocalypse. 


We can know much about John from how he views things in his 
gospel, much about John from how he views the church in his 
epistles, and much about John from how he views the 
revelations that he receives, the visions of Christ. 


John also was part of the inner circle, Peter, James, and John 
being the most intimate followers of Christ. Andrew was always 
a part of group one. 


Every list of the apostles has three groups and the people in the 
groups are always the same first four. 


The three were the most intimate, Peter, James, and John. 
Probably John would be the one about whom we know the most 
next to Peter. Of course, we have more writing from John than 
we do Peter, since Peter only wrote two epistles. So, John takes 
up a huge part of the New Testament by his writings, and an 
important part of the gospels by his presence and is there with 
Peter as a companion in the first twelve chapters of Acts. 


John is the brother of James. 


Luke 5:10, $GwTeyEGS wL_noNsommer CFO)LIG5u alNesr 
GonoSu = wrsGamyb Curren 955 tIu19Gu 
Upbgssrjsor WuGuTaps Q)CGuae FCwrencr CHraH): 


LIWLiLit_tGS, QsIepso 6 LWEDIOPCOD TL 
19. 5H) M oucor uN LILI Testy 1s. 


James and John were sons of Zebedee, which makes them 
brothers. They were partners with Simon. 


What we have with these four, Peter, James, John, and Andrew, 
are two sets of brother, Peter and Andrew, and James and John 
who were in the fishing business together. They were partners 
in a fishing business. 


They came from the same area. 

They lived in the same area. 

They worked together every day. 

They were close friends and business partners. 


John did become to some degree humble. John did respond to 
the shaping ministry of Jesus in his life and learn to love. 


He started out, along with his brother James, as a son of 
thunder. 


Mark 3:17, G@eQuGsuyaner GuorcrrSu wirsGamry, 
wraGarier sCargzorr®u Curouret, QaralmaHnaGu 
Q)'9. pps 1055 ©) oT ost] AH THS BIO) Terr rh LO 
QuTeaiGeiiGasev crotH)m Cuwi fag. 


John was volatile. 
John was brash. 
John was aggressive. 
John was passionate. 
John was zealous. 


Oo OO 0 0 0 90 


John was personally ambitious. 


When James was calling down fire from heaven to burn up the 
Samaritans, John was echoing. It was James and John. 


Andrew, who was quietly bringing people to Jesus and it was 
James and John who was telling God to burn up all the 
unbelievers. 


When the mother, the wife of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said, 
"| want my boys on the right and the left hand," it was not just 
James there, it was John. 


e John was driven. 
e John was ambitious. 
e John wanted prominence. 


John was in the middle of all the arguments among the apostles 
about who was going to be the greatest in the kingdom. 


So, do not assume that when it says, "James and John," even 
though James is named first and may have been the stronger of 
the two and may have been the older of the two, still John was 
as well. 


If you study Matthew, Mark, and Luke you always see John with 
Jesus, with Peter, with James. 


Only one time does John appear and speak alone. 


Mark chapter 9. 
Here we get John without James, and Peter! 
Only John. 


This is the only singular glimpse of John in the synoptic. The first 
three gospels are called the synoptics because they give a 
synopsis of the life of Christ, whereas John deals more with His 
deity being expressed through a series of miracles and self- 
proclaimed statements of His own identity. 


In Mark 9 we get John alone. The rest of the things about John 
we must construct from his gospel, epistles, and the book of 
Revelation, but here is historical narrative on John. 


Mark 9:1,  9cujo, 3s QJortsooor Care): B)mIGs 
HHFnatsoned Fest Csocioor_w grew rvsCsTCL 
AUHUOGH HAMOOOIPCH, WIcwIHZons (HhFILIMILIUIF enw 
GlucsrM), OnuWITSCo 2 HFBOHIGEF OFTVQ/E)CmMeosr crosrm ry. 


Jesus makes this incredible statement that some of you are 
standing here will not taste death until they see the kingdom of 
God after it is come with power. This is an amazing statement. 
Some of you people here are not going to die until you see 
kingdom power. 


What is Jesus talking about? 
He was talking about previews of coming attractions is what He 
was talking about. 


Which happened immediately after that, six days later. 


Mark 9:2, 3mIpTroOmMaGui ery, Q)CGwa Cugimeonoruy ib 
wTsGETooLiuib = GCUTalTenetujLb = 2CIPSSI, 2WTS 
WenvuletCiwd 3aIfsoors FoNGCw Fat_19.56)5 ros G) Gurus, 
HUTHOHAG (IPCTLITS LMI eh LILO Tesrry; 


Six days after Jesus said some of you are going to see the glory 
of the Kingdom before you die. Jesus took with Him Peter, 
James, and John, the inner circle who were often with Him, 


apart from Andrew, brought them to a high mountain by 
themselves and He was transfigured before them. 


What happened there is that He pulled back the veil of His 
human flesh and the Shekinah glory, the very essence of the 
nature of the eternal God, was shining out in blazing brilliance. 


The record of Matthew 17 is that it was so shocking that the 
disciples were literally terrified into a coma. They fell over like 
dead people. This is something they had never experienced. 
This was a transcendental experience, the likes of which they 
had never even imagined. 


The garments of the Saviour became radiant, exceedingly white 
as no launderer on earth could whiten them. There is not any 
product that can get them as white as they were white. 


It is blazing, shining, glowing white, like light. Then Elijah 
showed up and then Moses showed up in some kind of glorified 
manifestation. 


They became terrified. 

Mark 9:6-8, syajsar sobs LIMBRHSSUQWITC, Sircsr 
CuaE MSI Q)cirest) 5 corn 9H) uirioed (9) 111119. F C)eneiresrrest. 7. 
HUQUITPS, QH Cwoswb sjassorGwed Hipe1g1: Qos 
CTHIGICN UU GCHFIGWIMIH, QauHqhaGF CleralGar@uiasar 
THM! HES COFESHOWHHS Qh FHS 2 ovori_oruiajms. 


& aetGer gags shies unis5Curg, Q)Cux 
QHUOIS5ONT CouG Mr Hoicn Tu KresraNadenov. 


This is an incredible thing Peter, James and John to experience, 
unique privilege. 


Mark 9:9, 9701g507 WDenula G55! Q)OmIGAMCuTg), Qos 
AHugson Chas): wopoyGuoiger wNgsCarMo Hes! 
TP BR hEG WO CH TG LB, bis oir FCT L_ GO) OIF GO GIT 
QHUGHSGO Ge redvevCoucvr_1b cresry) 51 cnoruN sy. 


That is hard to do. They have just seen the most incredible thing 
that could ever be seen by anybody and cannot tell anybody 
about it. This is a great restraint to put upon them. 


The disciples were always arguing about who was going to be 
the greatest. This is very difficult for them not to use this as 
ammunition for their own case. 


Mark 9:10, oNSCSrANON GSS oTUpsH GUUS crosrestO)oucsrmM) 
Yyussr _Qpapr.spd aGgas alenfSg5l, 16S 
AUTTIFOFOWUT FH OH GOTCOT 91 F5)5 6) 1 01H): 


They heard Him talk about rising from the dead and they seized 
on that statement and began to talk about that. 


Lots to talk about: 
o Talk about Moses, 
o Talk about Elijah, 


o Talk about the glory of God shining through the veil of 
Jesus’ flesh, 
o Talk about resurrection. 


They had a glimpse of the Kingdom. 

They must have been excited. 

They saw things that never could be seen or known by 
anybody and this is what is going to happen. 


This is where we are going to be, this is some foretaste of the 
glory to come. 


Mark 9:33, gQJaIf = SLILITHHUPSG UBS, ait19Gu 
QesFGuUCurg, Qassoor CHreS: baisor op)uilGe 
ATOFHAGFMNSS| 2 HH OHS GATCOM FISH LICHT COM CATH CTS] 
GaLioag. 


Jesus was not looking for the information. 
Jesus was looking for the confession. 


He knew exactly what they were talking about. 

Mark 9:34, 359G gQJagsor CGustned Q)\HESTIEAN; 
ToOctoNed Bossa FHSoOHSGqaTCoT crac G)ufuoucsr 
STOO) OIP) UNE FIHHLO Licssrovoll oor TT Her. 


Why they were silent? 
They were embarrassed. 


Why were they embarrassed? 
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Because on the way they had discussed with one another which 
of them was the greatest. 


Just do your imagination about Peter, James and John 
discussing about the incident! 

Sitting down He called the twelve and said to them the 
following. 


Mark 9:35-37, AUGLUTIPSI HUF B21 SITS, 
LIGTOO (HOICO TUL DCMPHSHI|: CTAICHTR GL (pH OOoou oor4ruNn(h HS 
AN uMNerTEd Sole cIVONHSGH HeHlL_uiToraseoyi6, 
ATUUTIHFGO MP) WSHMTO|OTUIGSHASSL OT cross 
Gerda, 36. poh Fly) Morenarcnw THES), BIOS DQ OUTHONT 
BOaNCYD HMSB, HOF ToomgsZgFOsroo1G: 
37, Quuiguuet §=F\m) Werooomaated epottenm —eroit 
BTWs Sor Gev TD 11S OS ait Or FM) Ou ost GT OSTGO GOT 
THMFOSTATOAM 16s; clestonost  sFH M19) H rare S)M acor 
OT 6STGD) GT DVS, GT OSTGH GOT DA DILIMN oT OU6o 7 


TH MISO) Sait oh FM 1st crest rH. 


Instead of arguing and fighting with each other why do not you 
learn that receiving each other as a child. This is what | require 
because when you receive one another you receive Me because 
| live in that person. 


Instead of fighting each other you need to embrace each other 


as if | were coming to you. 
instead of desiring to be first, you need to take the role of last. 
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This was a serious rebuke. 
Particularly John got the message and here we have the only 
time John speaks in these three opening gospels. 


Mark 9:38, g7GQuaapg! Gurainer sJolcng §CmTHS): 
GurgeGy, BibcnwLi LIST MTSOIcr _Qmaic 23) 
BIWSHCHTCY MNFTEBOMS FISHUANOSS HKovrCrm; 
Hoct HiicowoLr  MNesTuHMtSoucircisrd  D2ocnc#ss 
SOS CSM orosrM 160. 


John spoke because he was convicted. This is sectarianism. 
They did not belong to our group. 


This is the intolerance of John. This is the son of thunder. This 
is Boanerges. This is that sectarianism. 


He desired to have it all for himself and not share it with 
anybody else, especially somebody outside the group. This is 
John. 


John begins to see that as something undesirable and makes 
this confession. 


John was aggressive. He was competitive. He was condemning 
aman who was trying to minister in the name of Jesus. 


John confessing, "| confess, we did that." Because he now is 
beginning to feel that that is wrong because of what Jesus had 
just said. 
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John is the one who verbalizes that he had such a spirit, and he 
did exhibit them. 


John is making the confession shows us his transformation. His 
conscience is bothering him. 


Here we see John the past and John in the present beginning to 
change. 


So, John, the one time he speaks, confesses his narrowness, 
confesses his sectarianism, confesses his prejudice. 


Why would the Lord choose a man like that? 

Because that redeemed and shaped is useful to God, that kind 
of courage and strength belongs to the history of the Christian 
church. 


The Lord needs men of great courage, great ambition, great 
drive, great passion, great zeal, and great boldness. John had 
that potential for being the kind of man the Lord needed. He 
had the potential to be the blend of truth and love that God 
wanted. 


In Mark 9 we begin to see a critical rebuke that starts to move 
John toward being a man of love. His strength was shaped by 
the Lord into a narrow, uncompromising, intolerant devotion to 
divine truth. 
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John, of all the writers of the New Testament, in fact all the 


writers in the Bible really, is the most black and white. He is the 


most absolute. 


He is the one who speaks in certainties. 


There does not seem to be any grey area in John. 


John is black and white without exceptions. 


Vv VV VV V 


VV VV 


Either in the light or the darkness. 

Either life or death, 

Either kingdom of God or kingdom of the devil, 

Either children of God or children of Satan. 

Judgment of the righteous or the judgment of the 
wicked. 

The resurrection of life or the resurrection of 
damnation. Receiving Christ or rejecting Christ. 

Fruit or no fruit. 

Bearing fruit to God’s glory or being cut off and burned, 
Obedience or disobedience. 

Loving or not loving. 


It is absolute all the way down the line. 


When we read his epistles, in 1 John and he says, 


if you are a believer, then you are in the light. 
you are confessing your sins and you are walking the 
way Jesus walked. 
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e you are loving your brother and you are obeying the 
commandments. 

e you are not loving the world and you are not continuing 
in sin. 

e you are ministering to your brother when you see him in 
need and you are keeping the commandments, 

e you are living righteously, and you are pure, 

e you are loving the truth. 


John never gives you any window. You must go to Paul for a 
little space there. 


2 John, he calls for complete, total separation from all that is 


false. 

3 John verse 11, UfluwretoiGer, § Soowwnrereos. 
LN GSTLID} TLD, CCD LD UIT ETEDS LI LI esTLI MI, 
[5 odT 6d) LD) Ful F) 1) ost Gs arooriTEd 2 ooorl_ TUN 5H) 1) Test; 


FoowO FuiS) Mascs CSoucHncrs KiTosranedon or. 
Black and white. 


If you do good, you are of God, you do not then you are not. 
That was his personality. He was the black and white, absolute, 
certain man. 


He spoke the truth unwavering without exceptions. But | have 


to say that he did so with a warm personal pastoral tone. The 
Lord had taken that tendency toward conviction and 
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narrowness and an uncompromising attitude and He had tied it 
to the truth so that John relentlessly adheres to the absolute 
truth of God. 


Somewhere along the line, his ambition that makes a man 
courageous and confident and bold and zealous and passionate 
was mellowed. 


We never find in any of his writings the slightest hint of pride, 
the slightest hint of self-aggrandizement, self-exaltation, or 
ambition. 


Characterize John. 
¥ Truth, and 
Vv Love. 


All the New Testament material on John is going to hang on a 
frame of truth and love. Those two spiritual realities are critical 
to the kingdom of God. 


They are, 
e irreplaceable, 
e essential, and 
e inseparable from each other. 


How to describe John? 
Aman of truth and love. 
The most desirable mix possible. 
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Pursue a perfect balance of spiritual mix of truth and love. 
Know the truth and hold it with love. 


Ephesians 4:13, 9a15, Fleveng JJLIGuTEVS cvITH oy Lb, Fevon gs 
GISFSSNG BOTS oYL, FlovengF HONG FOpHITSOYL, Floveog 
GhouiLiLgTsey wb, GuTsSaITHOYL THUGSH cong. (In Eng V11) 


God's design for the church, both as to its ministry and its goal. 
The Lord gives gifted men to His church, gifted men that He has 
redeemed. They are those who have leadership in the church. 


Their responsibility? 

Ephesians 4:12, uflagszorcraor FFO)LITH HSI WOLITHL |G, 
FaNGFay scaif\ugSct GCalonosaracy, Silevrgsatesr 
FITOTAW FOLUIMTCTS! UBHON HSS) Df COL OUD 15 OY Lb, 


This is sanctification. This is the maturing process. This is 
spiritual growth. 


Goal? 


Ephesians 4:13, Gwayid 51 sJonctahb CSaleDooLu 
GWT on corti Ls Mb ONFOUTFS Fay Lb A MDaNayy 6 
QGOwouUuULLogsonn, SESievgafeyioot_u len Mairest 
MUMTFFUNCT HMYRGSHH Lp Toor 1 (HOPING WOuUCO TH GL, 


We are all heading towards one singular place, the faith takes 
us to one end. It is the knowledge of the Son of God that 
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produces a mature man to the measure of a stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ. 


The Lord has given to the church teachers, apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, teaching pastors for the purpose of building up the 
saints with the goal that their edification or their maturing 
brings them to the measure of the stature which belongs to the 
fullness of Christ. 


The goal of, 
> Sanctification, 
> All ministry, 
> Church, 
> Spiritual growth then is Christ-likeness. 


Everything the Lord is doing in the church through the gifted 
men, everything His Spirit is working in the process of 
sanctification, spiritual development is to bring us to a mature 
man. 


Maturity is defined as Christ! 


The negative side? 

Ephesians 4:14, 576 QoS GpHogsZeormulstDwe, 
LOGO] OY (1h COL_ UW GRID MU CASA NSD CBF Ou TCO 
55ST pp  CGunlgsoru wuvels asp HlortGe 
HOVHCOOMLIGLITO 919. L1L G) 210 CVE)M OFS Orr uN FTLw ov, 


We are no longer children! 
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Children are vulnerable. They make a good metaphor for 
spiritually immature people. 


The Lord is moving us to a place where we no longer lack 
discernment, where we no longer lack discretion, or 
discrimination or wisdom, or understanding. 


But rather we have moved out of the vulnerability of childhood 
into the wisdom of maturity. We come to this point of the 
measure of the stature of fullness of Christ, speaking the truth 
in love. We are to grow up in all aspects unto Him who is the 
head, even Christ. 


What does it mean to be spiritually mature? 
It means to speak the truth in love. 


We are going in our spiritual progress to a point where we know 
the truth, but we speak it with love. There is that balance of 
those two pinnacles of Christian virtue. It may seem easy in 
terms of articulation, but it takes a lifetime. 


It means knowing sound doctrine, but it means also bearing the 
fruit of the Spirit, which is love. 


Christ was the perfect expression of truth and the perfect 


expression of love. 
He is the model. 
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This balance belongs to those who know sound doctrine and 
those who walk in the Spirit and manifest the fruit of the Spirit, 
which is love. 


Where we speak the truth in love, where everything that comes 
out of our mouths is a right representation of divine revelation 
spoken in love. 


That was Christ, who spoke only the truth. He never spoke a 
word that was not an accurate reflection of the mind of God and 
He spoke in love. No one could question the love of Christ 
demonstrated not only by His weeping over the very people 
that God would judge. But demonstrated by His willingness to 
go to the cross and give up His own life for those He loved. 


This is the balance. 


There are plenty of people today who are heavy on the love 
side. They are ignorant. 


What they are left with is an error or shallowness often clothed 
in tolerant sentimentality. That is a poor substitute for genuine 
love. 


On the other hand, there are the orthodox who have all their 
theological points and who knows doctrine but are unloving and 
self-exalting. They are left with truth as cold facts, stifling and 
unattractive. 
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Manifesting both truth and love is only possible to the mature 
believer who has grown into the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ. 


Know the truth and speaks it in love. 
To know the truth as God has revealed it and to love as Christ 


loves. 


That defines John. 
John's treatment of himself, because of the way he refers to 
himself in his gospel, we tend to think of John as humble. 


He was eventually humble. He did not start out that way. But 
because he is so self-effacing in his gospel, it is assumed by most 
people that he was always that way. 


John appears frequently leaning on Jesus' shoulder looking up 
with a blank sort of the passive type. Not even close! 


In his entire gospel, twenty-one chapters, he never once uses 
his name, never. He would have every reason to do so had he 


chosen, he never does. 


How does he refer to himself? 
He always refers to himself in reference to the Lord. 


John =13:21-25, @Gua Q)naisooms GlenctresNesry, 
WAoNuNGe soveiG): onsale a_waicsr creienes1s 
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BIL_QGAOSTOULITE! cToTp), CiouwTsGor GouwTsEGCar 
2HEOHSG’F QerodqgyACnyolororm Fr1_Flutss O)FTestoorn I. 
22. gquGurepg wns GH55IL5 CuaS)marGgn  cresmy 
Fousasor Muti G, Qh on TO) WIT OUT 
CErSALILIMNGZSSITHON. 23. BHESF FOUSF OD BQaihonru 
FoxMed Q)GCuacysG DorLinoroucrTuNGHEs sp(haicsr 
QCuaaier wriNGe Fruipgi Garorg HES Te. 24. urenTs 
GOSRIF Glemedayy S71) ost) ON FTG iwWLI1g. 
FCwTeITCUS RDAUDFSGF  OFOSHI iQ 00Te1. 25. 
HUGQUTEUPS Bucs Q)Cusaiesr wrgiANGev Fruipgsi Oa revs1G: 
AGL OUGT, [GIGS WTF CTesr MM TET. 


He never gives his own name. 
He never speaks of himself in reference to himself. 
He speaks of himself in reference to Jesus. 


He is always honouring Christ. 
John §13:1-2, vovar vies9e5dEG cperGer, Q)Cua 


Qaravs5ZoozZoN Ou NZraesht_ZHHGuU CuTG i019. wires 
SHipeor_u Gare abso s5ern) 29H)5S, BT 


Q)arayvs5 510555) m SU(pPooLwoussant soo 
ABYOUSSUGCU, UEpyayufwpsaps HoussangsHo 
DHL COM H MI. 2: FGCiwir esi) ost Ginger) us 


WUSsTONVSB TN CuTSSI HUCH TH HTL 19.5 O) HTH) GWG. 
LDFTFTCTOU GT {OUT (9) (HBWSOKS FIC COLNGTL], DITA 
GLI 89 6ST Lb LIGHT COONS ©) 5 1 CSSTLY. (1h F OOH UNG; 


Jesus loved all His apostles, but it seems to me that there was a 
unique way in which John gripped this. 


22 


Since John was going to be so critical in articulating the truth, 
the truth of the gospel of John, the life of Christ, the truth of the 
epistles of John, life in the church, the truth of the book of 
Revelation, the consummation of the ages, since John was so 
critical to the truth, it was essential that it be balanced with 
love. 


So, the Lord took on John as a special project and taught him 
how to love. 


How do you teach a man how to love? 
By loving him the way You want him to love. 
You learn to love by being loved. 


John got it, he gripped it. He was not the man whom Jesus had 
called (that would have been nice), not the man whom Jesus 
had chosen, not the man whom Jesus had taught, but the man 
whom Jesus had loved. 


Jesus was doing through the whole of His years with John was 
loving him and loving him, and he got it. 


At the foot of the cross John is there and the mother of Jesus, 
Mary, is there along with some other women. 


John 19:26-27, 91QuTipg Q)CGuse FibUpeo_w gs renuruyib 
HAHCHE Hom FOSG D/UuTUNGHHS Fononosruih Hos1m, 
SUipor_uwu sroow CHrsS): wHFCw, 21651, DoT west 
oro. 27. Netty 9KSF Fazonor GHrsR): S1{CHM, 2 co Firul 
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CTH MT. HECHIYSO BHSF FONT QAICHTS FostoonL_Lorul 
TD M1 O) Bool Toor. 


John again referring to himself as the disciple whom Jesus 
loved. 


John was overwhelmed that Jesus loved him so much, that He 
demonstrated such affection, love, care, compassion, grace, 
and mercy. 


By the time of the death of Christ, which is about two years after 
the Luke passage, two years of training between when they 
were identified and when Jesus died, John has learned love so 
well that he said Jesus said from the cross to His mother. 


Had John learned to love? 


Jesus told Peter, "Feed My sheep." 
Jesus told John, "Care for My mother." 


There are records in the ecclesiastical history that indicate that 
John never left Jerusalem and never left the care of Mary until 
she died. He had become a lover of God because he was loved 
in a unique way. 


Jesus loved a man who wanted to burn up the Samaritans, that 
He loved a man who sought honour for himself in the kingdom. 
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When we look at the life of John truth and love. The truth, it 
just comes through everything he says. 


His gospel is a theology, it is a Christology. It is the theology of 
Christ and the gospel. It is divine truth. 


His epistles are an affirmation of the theology of true salvation. 
His book, the Revelation, is the ultimate Christology. 

It is the presentation of the eternal glory of the Son of God. 

He had the truth, but he also had love. 


John uses the word "love" over 80 times in his writings. That is 
why he has become known as the apostle of love. He learned 
to love because the Lord loved him, and he got that message. 


He learned to love the way the Lord loved him. 


He taught that God is a God of love, that God loved His own Son, 
that God loved the disciples, that God loves all men, that God is 
loved by Christ, that Christ loved the disciples, that Christ loves 
individuals, that Christ expects men to love Him, that Christ 
taught that we should love one another, and that love fulfils the 
law. 


Love was a critical part of John's teaching. It is one of the 
dominant themes. His love never slid into tolerant 
sentimentality, masquerading as love. To the very end of his 
life, he was still a son of thunder. 
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To the very end of his life, he lost none of his intolerance for 
lies. It was near the end of his life, in the 90s, from 90 to 95 of 
the first century. 


He died in 98 or so. He wrote the Revelation in 96. It was in the 
90s when he was writing his epistles that he was still thundering 
out the truth. 


Thundered against errant Christology’s. 
He thundered against lies and deceptions. 
He thundered against sin. 

He thundered against immorality. 

He was a son of thunder to the end. 


The Lord knew that the most powerful advocate of love would 
have to be a man who never compromised the truth. Otherwise, 
his love would take him down the road of sentimentality and 
tolerance of error, a road travelled by very many who claim 
Christ. There was love, but there was never equivocation on the 
truth. 


John uses the word "witness" 70 times. It is another dominant 
word because he was always the witness to the truth. 


He referred to the witness of John the Baptist, 
o The witness of Scripture, 
o The witness of the Father, 
o The witness of Christ, 
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The witness of the miracles, 
The witness of the Holy Spirit and 
The witness of the apostles, 


Oo OO 0 O 


All witnessing to the truth. 


A lover of truth and a lover of God and a lover of men. John did 
not lean on Jesus' shoulder because of some affection, but he 
wanted to hear every word of truth that came out of the mouth 
of Christ. Because he wanted to enjoy the pure love his Lord 
gave him. 


In the first chapters of Acts, John added his love and his 
proclamation of the truth to Peter’s in the founding of the 
church. Many years later, the end of the first century, when all 
the other apostles were dead, he was still building Gentile 
churches on truth and love. 


Seventy years of this, he had become the patriarch of the 
churches in Asia Minor, modern Turkey. He was banished into 
isle of Patmos. 


Revelation 1:9, "For the Word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus.” 

amiaor FCarsIail, Q)CuarEiergiaiohiNS5 oH S)M 
2PUBFIUSHHGH HUGO W IHAWFHHGUW 9[ouhoor_us 
QumMIoMns Gib ®HSOT 21 UM ToTeoworul HH 
GuireurestTS) us [BITOsT C5 oucu Fors F)c0N 1) 5 5 (ip 1b, 
QCusAMorgeounupniu sF_FiuleoNASs5apw, usp 
GTOSTEDILD FaN Gov (9) (hGH oxr. 
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His speaking the truth in love was more than the culture could 
bear, and so they banished him to a small island five miles by 
ten miles, Patmos. 


It is in the Aegean Sea off the west coast of Turkey. He was on 
that rock in exile because he would not give up the truth and he 
preached it out of love for God and love for men. Two years 
after he received the Revelation, around 96 A.D., in the year 98 
A.D. during the reign of Emperor Trajan, he died. 


Some traditions say he was most remembered because of a 
constant phrase on his lips, "My little children, love one 
another." 


2 John 1:4-5, Wgralerre pmb OuhM SH iIcHoruestL1g Cu 
2Hiipor_w Moaronraaned Flot FFHWSHCO 5LSSMOOS 
Bret sorG) Macys sECSropLitn Gro 5. Q)LIGumapgib 
ABWTCET, HTL epHouNGlevrhous 9 sl] Fn T Cou cost) G) 10 ss, 
2WFIGL YHW HAHUCHCHMTS chipSTMON, BHYS5O OSG 
2 oxorL_Tul ih) FH L1G) COTW ITH orp S), 2 bend 


Gow ossr1g. 336) 511 air (er S) Gp oot. 


From the Father you came the truth. You are walking in it. 
Glad that you have the truth, but you cannot have the truth 
without Love. 


What kind of love are we talking about? 
1 John 2:6-7, g.aiGaGor flonvs5S)5FF) Cm Corres) 
Cle mredayy HM acest, Hous btL_BSu0g Gu SMSDILW 
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BLESCooTow. 7 FCHTSICT, HIT 2FHSOhSGU 1 S)u 
FHUOCTOW BVM, ARYSO HuBeT COuUHMNGSHM Licoip us 
FHLICSTOOWGU sTIPHACHSH; BSL LIGCKPU BMHLIcHst 
HHT BB pH5O CEL 19 GSA airosrhs 1 Coo. 


The love of obedience. 

You love God then be obedient. 

You love Christ then be obedient to His Word. 

Love God, love Christ and in obedience to His Word love one 
another. 


Summary: 


John is so glad that they walk in the truth. 

Cannot walk in the truth apart from love. 

They got to love God, love Christ by obeying The Word. 
Do not let that love sink to a tolerance of error. 

Do not turn it into sentimentality. 


Conclusion: 


D. L. Moody who was a preacher of hell-fire and damnation 
only. Somehow there showed up at the church where Moody 
was in Chicago a little Englishman by the name of Harry, and 
Moody attests to the fact that Harry preached from John 3:16, 
"For God so loved the world," and it was the first time Moody 
had ever understood the love of God. 


29 


Moody was so taken by what this man said that he announced 
to the people that he was preaching on the same subject every 
night that week. Bring your friends. It was a new discovery. So, 
this little Englishman took the same text every night for a week 
and Moody at the end of the week said for the first time in his 
life he understood the love of God. 


That could be said for almost every era of the church. 
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